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While | was away, Il understand t ha
Thursday as everyone cel ebrated Woff!l
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was fantastic to see sO0O many creaffi’
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di splay in the fullness of ti me.
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I would also Iike to offer n
Aerin in Year 5 for having i b
presented with framed printouts t
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such a kind and caring teacher f o
ies which I am sure they i

We were also delighted to wel come [[Ma
She joined us to present these aWar
Christmas photographs from Trini dalg
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enjoyed hearing about her D X

OQur Year 3 and 4 and Year 5 and at
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A very speci al mention must go to Ledqg i
from another school fell over. Leo i me
was alright and not hurt before contfli ni
example of kindness, compassion and gpo
showed the true spirit of ur
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take part in the district todurn

As we | ook ahead to the coming weeks,|] m

renewal and the potential that ifes
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It does not fear when heat coomes;||] i
Jeremiah 17: 8

Wi shing you all joyful wefks
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‘ WORLD BOOK DAY FUN! I ’
— Our school was full of imagination and exé+t
Day in fantastic style. It was wonderf t
- favourite book characters and really em
storybook heroes to magical <creatures, t.he
‘ i mpressive.
— —
A special mention must go to Miss Hawthor
_— Miss Trunchbull! Her costume and classro
perhaps a |little bit of fear!) afto
!,J Thank you to all the children and famil i est—
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SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS SUCCESS

On Friday, some of our children took part in t|
t he school brilliantly. The children demonstr e
i mportantly, excellent sportsmanshi|jp t

We are incredibly proud to share that our Year
bringing home bronze medals after compet:i

Even more exciting, our Year 5 & 6 team finis
medal s for their outstanding perfor manc

We | | done to all of tyeu cheprdesantwdd ttlhheo ks plac:

should be very proud of your achiev
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CHANGE OF MENU
FRI DAY 13TH MARCH

Due to t Be aMdt ISpreci al Ot hers Gift Salfle t
options for Friday wil/ be a cpgl d

Choice of Ha m, Cheese or Tulha

.
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Tuna Roll Cheese Roll (v)
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Ham Roll

& PTA MOTHERS AND SPECI AL OTHERS | F

forget the Mothers & Special Ot e
& se rememb&rmormaori nalgiel pared ea rleag o]
& eir secret gifts home in. Chlr&e
& For younger children a |ist of wh (‘th
& Gifts will be PpA3i.coe0d bet we (‘5
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3333333382381 81)
FRI DAY, 20TH I\/IARCHg

Lots of Sdomkds vidau&dwrmrPPsaiS$Sywndr ome Asscjati

| We are delighted to advi seWoyrolud tDhoawtn wsey nwdif#ol meb
y (wWDSD) which is on Saturday, 21st March Th
' The date for WDSD being the 21st day of gwhe
8 uni queness of the triplication (trisomygof
-’ Syndr ome. -’
gThls year, the #LotsOf Socks campaign hasg®een
o involved; calling for people to ivaenadr, toHe igho ubrrs
8 mi smatched ones. g

I I f anyone asks about them, tell people t at oy
y Dow& Syndr ome! You can al so get involgfZed o
8 using the #Lot sOf Socks hashtx.

) I f you wish to purchase some colourful <ffi

' Down Syndrome I nternational (DSi ), theWy i

g organi sation, committed to i mpro®ing [
. Syndrome, promoting their right to
8 basis with others.
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DOWN'S SYNDROME

m AWARENESS WEEK

myem 16-22 MARCH 2026

community
#TogetherAgainstLoneliness

THE BRI AN PI CKARD 200 CLUB
The Brian Pickard 200 Cl ub| winner

No. 187 Mrs Mollison, parent of
Many congratul ations!
The next draw will take place by
New members are al ways wel come as &
subscription renewal I's due. Annual
Pl ease support the School I n th

Please contact the office for


https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/product/lots-of-socks-2026-individual-pairs/
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Sundag 22nd March

At the Broxbourne
Recreatlonal Ground

Fun for the whole family!

HOUSE POI NT LEADERS
Thi s @&avewiknnérs ar e

e
Yellow Foxes &

REMI NDER The House that Wi ns the HoOuUSs
number of weeks eachurniefroor widady einnp otyha fi
The children should wear an item of
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Reading regularly has a life-long impact, yet recent data from the National Literacy Trust shows a decline in reading for
pleasure among 8- to 18-year-olds, with just 32.7% enjoying it in 2025. Despite growing distractions, there are practical
ways adults can spark a love of reading. This guide offers strategies and resources to help inspire young readers.

K e,

When we think about reading, it’s very

easy to picture a young person reading
afictional novel; however, reading is so

much more than this. To help them understand,
why not show them how to create a 24-hour
reading diary? Jot down all reading and then
discuss this with them. By doing this, you can
demonstrate the many ways we turn to reading.

TR

WIDEN THE
2 SELECTION

Once we know reading can be varied, we need
to think about the selection of reading

they can access. Visit a shop selling magazines,
the library and a bookshop, and consider the
range of material that is available within them.
Then consider how you might broaden their
reading choices, so all young people have
access to a wide and varied selection.

(N
3 GIFTABOOK )

One simple way to encourage reading is

to make books feel special. Gifting a book adds
value and shows it’s something to be treasured.
Whether it’s as a reward or for a celebration like
a birthday, let the young person choose a title or
pick one you know they will enjoy. You could also
include a personal note inside.

4 CONNECT WITH
AUTHORS

Meeting authors can certainly spark an interest
in their reading material. This might be through
a live event in a school/bookshop or by using the
wealth of online material that is now available.
Encourage young people to look at ways to
connect with authors using free resources such
as Authorfy and Just Imagine’s Children’s
Authors Live.

g BUILD YOUR K
KNOWLEDGE y

Access training about reading for pleasure

to widen your understanding of this topic and,
more importantly, how to develop it. Explore a
wide range of free resources that can be found
online. The more you know, the better placed
you are to inspire a love of reading in others.

NN
Meet Our Expert

Carl Pattison is a literacy advisor and early reading expert at The National
College. Through his programmes, he supports schools to enhance reading
and writing. In addition to his independent work, he also works for a large
academy trust in the East Midlands as the strategic lead for their English Hub

and Literacy Excellence Centre.

[seelfulllreferencellistonlounwebsite

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege

6 TALK BOOKS

There are times when we need silence

to read and focus on our book; however, we
know that reading is a social experience, so we
must also factor in discussion time. Reading the
same book gives two people a connection and
the opportunity to voice their thoughts and
questions about it. Why not buy two copies of a
book and read it together? Start the connection.

2 n \
7 RECOMMENDATIONS

As well as talking about the content of

books, we can share what we are reading d
or have read recently. This can often act

as a trigger for someone else to explore it. How
often have you watched a film or series because
someone else has recommended it? It's the

same with books. If you know the young person
well, you can tailor your recommendations and
share why you think they’ll enjoy it.

© _%\

8 GO DIGITAL

With the rise in online digital material,

we can easily focus on the negatives; however, it
also brings a wealth of opportunities. Resources
can aid and enhance the reading experience for
young people. They can read along with
audiobooks, translate, and track their reading
goals with resources like Polylino and apps like
Goodreads for older children. Augmented reality
books also bring books to life and offer a great
way for engagement.

ENSEET
9 RECONNECT

There can come a time when a love of reading
seems to disappear. It does not mean it's gone
forever; it generally means they have lost the
connection. How do we get it back? Find the next
piece of reading material that sparks their
current interests. The National Year of Reading
focus of ‘Go All In’ captures this well as it is their
key theme. As children grow and change, so do
their interests. A visit to the local library is a
great way to support the reconnection.

C———
10 LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Let them see you reading. If you make

time to read, you send a strong message

to children: reading matters. Share why you
enjoy it. Is it to relax, escape the world, learn
something new or to be entertained? When
children see reading as a normal and valued
part of everyday life, they are more likely to
adopt it themselves.

The
National
College’

@wake.upwednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.03.2026
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