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Dream,  Bel ieve and Achieve wi th God  

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

As we come to the end of slighter shorter, though no less vibrant and 
joyful week in school, we are all looking forward to the additional day 
tomorrow. This extra time offers a welcome opportunity to rest, and to 

prepare ourselves for the excitement and busyness of the Advent  
period. Please remember that there will be no school tomorrow! 

 
A particular celebration this week was the Together in Sport Festival, 
where a group of our Year 4 children enjoyed a wonderful morning of 

sport and physical activity. They took part with a number of other 
schools and were able to experience great camaraderie, teamwork, 

and enjoyment. We express our sincere thanks to the School Games 
Sports Partnership for providing this opportunity and to Mrs Gallagher 
for accompanying and supporting the children throughout the morning. 

I have been told that each of the children represented the school 
beautifully, showing politeness, gratitude, and a strong sense of 

responsibility. Well done to all who attended for being great 
ambassadors for our school. 

 
It was a pleasure to welcome our School Effectiveness Advisor in on 
Wednesday. Together we explored the school’s approach to writing, 

and it was uplifting to see such high quality interaction once more 
 between our teachers and children. We will continue to focus upon 
modelling and up-levelling when teaching writing, so that every child 
receives the best support possible. Great writers are, of course, great 

readers and we cannot overstate the importance of nightly reading and 
foraging high quality vocabulary and language models from the books 

your child encounters. 
 

Looking ahead, church rehearsals begin with enthusiasm next week as 
we prepare for our ‘Groovin’ Year 1 to 6 Christmas performance. It 

promises to be a wonderful celebration of the Christmas story, brought 
to life by the hard work and talent of our children and staff. As always, 

please continue to check the diary dates available on the school 
website so that nothing is missed during this especially busy season. 

 
Next Wednesday our Year 5 and 6 children will be singing Christmas 
songs and carols in Hoddesdon. We are singing between 12:30 and 

1:00pm in the town centre. Please do come along and add to the 
 festive cheer of the occasion. We will be raising funds for The British 

Red Cross, our Kingfisher Council chosen charity this year. 
 

Next Thursday is our Broxbourne Community Collective Worship. EY2  



 

 

 
to Year 6 children will start the school day at St Augustine’s Church at 8:45 for a 9:00am 

service start. Please do join us for this special occasion at which we will unveil our 
 winning pilgrim passport stamp, following the school competition over the summer. 

Please note: EY1 children will remain your responsibility throughout the service if they 
are attending the service and you will be able to drop  your child off at school having 

walked them back afterwards if you wish to attend. Breakfast Club children will be 
 escorted to church by our staff. Or to Early Years if they are in EY1. 

 
Next Friday is our Christmas Fair (5:00-8:00pm). Thank you to our PTA and everyone 

who is involved beforehand, during and afterwards and to all who donated bottles today 
as part of our non-uniform day; your generosity helps to make the fair successful and 

enjoyable occasion for all. Please do fully support us by bringing your wider family along 
to enjoy the event and make this a huge success. Thank you. 

 
As we step into Advent, we are reminded of the joy, hope, and wonder promised through 

the coming of Jesus: 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… and he will be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 

 
This reminds us of the light and promise that Advent brings. It also connects beautifully 
with our school’s current focus value of equity. Just as the birth of Jesus is a gift offered 
to all without condition, we strive to ensure that every child in our school community is 
given the opportunity to grow, to thrive, and to experience the fullness of learning and 

life. 
 

May I wish you all a very happy and restful weekend. We look forward to seeing you 
 refreshed and ready for the beginning of Advent after this time. 

 
Best wishes Paul Miller 

OCCASIONAL DAY—REMINDER 

School will be closed tomorrow (Friday, 28th November) for our 
 occasional day.   



 

 

TOGETHER IN SPORT FESTIVAL 

Eight Year 4s were chosen to attend this fun event. The children were teamed up with 
other schools to compete against each other. The games included balloon volleyball, find 

the beanbag, farmer and chicken, team races and the friendship game. Our favourites 
were balloon volleyball and farmer and chicken.  We all made new friends! We had a 

fantastic morning and all earned a certificate. 



 

 

SEN & PTA PRE-LOVED CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY & COFFEE MORNING 

Wednesday 3rd December at 9.00am 

Get into the festive spirit while supporting our school community! On Wednesday, 
3rd December after morning drop off, the SEN Team and the PTA will be hosting a 
Pre-Loved  Christmas Jumper Day in readiness for our Christmas Jumper Day 

on Monday, 15th December.  This will be alongside a Coffee Morning. Parents 
and carers are warmly welcomed to join us in the hall from 9.00am for a hot drink, 
a chat, and the chance to browse a lovely selection of pre-loved festive jumpers 

available for a small donation. 

We hope to see you there for a cheerful start to the festive season! 

COMMUNITY COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 

Our next collective worship (EY2-Year 6) is Thursday, 4th  December—please 
take your child to St Augustine’s Church at 8.45am, ready for a prompt 9am start.   

Thank you. 



 

 

BROXBOURNE GIVING ADVENT CALENDAR 

This year we would like our children to spread kindness and share in the joy of  
giving across the approaching period of advent to support those in need in our 

local area through a local charity called ‘Hearts Helping Herts’. This charity helps 
families in Hertfordshire that are struggling for various reasons.  They provide 

festive hampers to bring some cheer at this time of year. 

We would love for the support of all in our school community and would please 
ask that the following items are donated between Monday, 1st December and 

Monday, 15th December: 

Christmas Chocolate Tubs (500g-550g) e.g Celebrations, Heroes, Quality Street, 
Roses, etc. 

Mince Pies—please ensure the best before date is after Christmas Day! 

All items donated will be distributed to help those in Hertfordshire across the 
festive period. Thank you very much for your support with this initiative and for the 

difference this will make. 



 

 

YEAR 5 & 6 

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 

Wednesday, 3rd December at 12.30pm at Hoddesdon Clock Tower.  Come along 
and show your support! 

 

CHRISTINGLE & CHRISTMAS CRIB SERVICES AT 
ST AUGUSTINE’S 

We are delighted to share details of two lovely upcoming services at St Augustine’s 
Church. The Christingle Family Service will take place on Sunday 7th December at 

11am, and everyone is warmly invited to attend. 

Later in the month, the Family Christmas Crib Service will be held on Sunday 21st 
December at 11am. Children are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite 

character from the Nativity story, and adults are welcome to join the fun by adding 
a festive touch—perhaps a strand of 

tinsel! 

All families are very welcome at both events. 



 

 

SEN PARENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

For our new families — and as a friendly reminder to everyone in our school 
 community — we’re delighted to highlight some fantastic training opportunities 

 offered by two charities: SPACE Hertfordshire and ADD-vance. Both run high-
quality workshops led by professionals who work with children and young people 

with SEN every day. Their insight, experience, and practical strategies can be 
 invaluable for parents and carers. 

Each charity’s website also provides a wealth of additional resources and services 
beyond training. For example: 

• On the SPACE Hertfordshire website you might find peer-support groups or 
 family-support services — great for connecting with other local parents. 

• On the ADD-vance site you could explore forums, expert advice, and 
resources around emotional and behavioural support as your child grows. 

 

If you’d like to deepen your understanding, build confidence, and access expert 
guidance — or connect with other families in our community — we encourage you 

to check out their websites for upcoming sessions and wider support. 

https://spaceherts.org.uk/training/ 
https://www.add-vance.org/parents/courses/ 

HOUSE POINT LEADERS  

Last week’s winners were….. 

 

 

 

REMINDER:  The House that wins the House Cup for the greatest number of 
weeks each term will enjoy a non-uniform day in the final week of term.   

The children should wear an item of clothing in their house colour! 

Blue Badgers 

https://spaceherts.org.uk/training/
https://www.add-vance.org/parents/courses/


 

 

STREET CRICKET PROJECT 
 

Free Street Cricket sessions for young people aged 8–15 are now running every 
Thursday from 5–6pm at the Laura Trott Leisure Centre. 

  
The programme has already begun and has been designed to be fully inclusive, 

welcoming children of all abilities. All equipment is provided, and the format offers 
a fast, fun, and accessible version of cricket that encourages participation and 

 confidence. 

CHRISTMAS PARCELS FOR THE ELDERLY 

PLEASE BRING INTO SCHOOL BY MONDAY, 1st DECEMBER 

We are supporting the ‘Hoddesdon Christmas Parcels Scheme’ again this year.  
The scheme provides food parcels and small gifts to be given to 

single pensioners deemed in need and living alone during December in 
readiness for Christmas.  We have been asked to donate small boxes of tea or tea 

bags (125 grams is best). Thank you .  

 



 

 



 

 


