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Dream,  Bel ieve and Achieve wi th God  

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
 

This week, I have had the privilege of attending the Hertfordshire Head 
Teachers’ Conference, held at Hinxton Hall — a place of great scientific 

significance where Watson and Crick famously unravelled and 
 discovered the structure of DNA. It felt particularly fitting to be learning 
and reflecting on education in a setting that has itself been a centre of 

discovery and inspiration. The conference brought together leaders 
from schools across the county for a time of reflection, challenge, and 

renewal. 
 

The conference offered a fantastic opportunity to reflect on the  
transformative power of education and the vital role schools play in 
shaping young lives. Listening to such well-renowned speakers was 
both uplifting and thought-provoking — a real reminder of why we do 

what we do every day. 
 

One highlight was hearing from Vic Goddard, the head teacher from the 
original Educating Essex series. His pragmatic, down-to-earth approach 

to leadership reinforced the importance of compassion, courage, and 
community in school life. 

 
I also attended a series of workshops on strategic school leadership in 

today’s rapidly evolving world. Topics included Ofsted updates, creating 
strong school communities, and developing a wellbeing culture that 
supports both staff and children. I had the pleasure of listening to 

 Professor Zach Walker, a world-renowned speaker, who shared five 
key questions that school leaders should hold foremost in their minds to 

ensure children thrive. There was also a focus on the strategic 
 leadership of artificial intelligence — a fascinating and fast-evolving 
 area. It was inspiring to see how new approaches and technologies 

can be harnessed while remaining grounded in the timeless values of 
curiosity, kindness, and connection. 

 
The final keynote speaker, Professor Katriona O’Sullivan, shared her 

incredible life story of overcoming abject poverty and spoke powerfully 
about the transformative power of education for the most vulnerable. 
She highlighted the teachers who believed in her, saw her potential, 
and gave her opportunities — demonstrating the profound impact 

 educators can have on young lives. Her story was a moving reminder  
of the role we all play in shaping children’s futures. 

 
As I spoke with colleagues about the challenges they face in their 
schools, I was reminded — and deeply grateful for—the wonderful 

community we have. I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you  



 

 

for the support you give your children and our school. Together, we continue to make 
this a place where every child is known, valued, and inspired to shine. 

 
I would like to extend my thanks to my senior leaders, Miss Clifford and Mrs Luckhurst, 

for keeping the school running across the week. 
 

Back at school, our Year 5 and 6 girls’ house football concluded on Tuesday, with all 
three matches played. The scores are as follows: 

 

• Blue Badgers - 8 points 
 

• Green Hedgehogs - 6 points 
 

• Red Squirrels - 7 points 
 

• Yellow Foxes - 3 points 
 
 

Congratulations to all who represented their houses. I would also like to congratulate the 
house captains and our sports ambassadors for their leadership and organisation 

throughout the tournament. You did a great job — well done. 
 

On Wednesday, the final round of tournament matches began with our Year 5 and 6 
boys. Weather permitting, the matches should conclude next Tuesday and Wednesday, 

marking the end of the house tournaments for the first half of the term. 
 

As we reflect on the importance of learning and growth, I am reminded of these words 
from Proverbs 16:16: 

 
“How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver.” 

 
Education is not only about knowledge but about wisdom — guiding our children to grow 

in understanding, kindness, and faith. 
 

Wishing you all a joyful and restful weekend ahead. 
 

Best wishes Paul Miller 



 

 

YEAR 6 

CRUCIAL CREW 

Tuesday, 14th October.  Please ensure you arrive at school PROMPTLY 
for registration for an immediate departure. 

BIRTHDAY BOOK THANK YOU 

Alex—EY2—Murray and Bun  - Murray the Viking King & The 
 Elephant &  The Sea 

REMINDER:  Birthday books should be new and age appropriate for the year your 
child is currently in. 

We hope you both had a lovely day! 

If you wish to donate a birthday book, please  send in via  your child and we will 
put in the library for everyone to enjoy.  Thank you. 

HOUSE POINT LEADERS  

This week’s winners are….. 

 

 

 

REMINDER:  The House that wins the House Cup for the greatest number of weeks each term 
will enjoy a non-uniform day in the final week of term.   

The children should wear an item of clothing in their house colour! 

Blue Badgers 



 

 



 

 


